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Abbeydale Picture House auditorium (not dated)
© J Wrigley

Abbeydale Picture House Revival (2015)

© Scott Hukins



The Abbeydale Picture House

Sheffieldids premier

The Abbeydale Picture House was al w
suburban cinemas. Designed as a theatre and operated from the start as a
cinema, with a ballroom and billiard saloon below the auditorium and a café
above the foyer, its distinctive white faience exterior has been a landmark on
the Abbeydale Road since 1920.

Despite a shaky start in the years after the First World War it became a
popular entertainment centre for the suburbs south of the city centre from

the 1930s until the 1960s, and survived to be the third last suburban cinema in
the city to show movies. After it closed in 1975 its successive owners
maintained the building and, forty years after the auditorium went dark, film
returned Iin July 2015, when Sheffie
more accessible to the general public.

Structural problems led to legal difficulties which closed the building until a
change of ownership in January 2025 gave hope of a further revival.

E E E
The building is a local landmark which makes the most of its imposing site on
the Abbeydale Road. Its white faience facade catches the light in any weather,
and the main entrance, originally divided by a single lonic column, is crowned
by an imposing dome skirted by a length of balustrade (brought down by a gale
circa2007 and awaiting restoration). The elevations disregard the orthodox
rules of classical architecture., with lonic pilasters and swags around circular
window-apertures and curved pediments at relefvel. On the Abbeydale
Road frontage there was an elegant marquee to shelter the queues, and a
further small marquee sheltered the ballroom entrance.

The site attracted people from thriving communities with little nearby
competition. There were concentrations of cinemas at Hedldahe Palace



Abbeydale Picture House ballroom (not dated)
© J Wrigley

Fred Turley recalled that sthe tone
suffered because the full sound did not reach the auditorium in sufficient
volume. .. with the screen in positio
Harold Coombesd successor, Dougl as
poor, due to the fact that the organ chambers were placed as far back as
possible on the stage andhat | east
roof. The screen and tabs took their toll of sound and when the safety curtain
was | owered nothing could be heard
the Abbeydale until 1940. The organ fell into disuse and was broken up after
the war.

The new stage facilities first came into use on Monday December 31st1928

SOPENI NG OF NEW STAGE!! ENORMOUS AT
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377 Abbeydale Road: former sarsaparilla bar (2016)
© Mike Higginbottom

someone changed their mind ateahs,igot
the 1960s, the queues had disappeared and you could usually walk straight in t
buy a ticket.

Howard Greaves remembers that queueing for the cinema came after queueing
to get into the sweetshop on the corner of Bedale Road. This was known as
sPopltsT, after the proprietor Mr Ar
451 Abbeydal e Road, next to Gower si

The alternative for young people was to visit the temperance bar which years

| ater became part of Howardids Dronf
sold at 2d and 3d and favourite for teenage boys who were too young to buy
beer in a puld pint glasses for 6d. This tradition goes back well before the
Second World War: in the late 1930s Jack Andrew visited the shop for
sarsaparilla or ginger beer, and bo
twopence from the chipshop at 457 Abbeydale Road. Mr Ernest Phillipson
started his herbalist business around 1930, and moved to 377 Abbeydale Roac
where the shop front bears the | ege
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Abbeydale Picture House: original 1920 proscenium arch behind 1950s
widescreen successor (2017)

© Mike Higginbottom



